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Year of the Tiger

New Challenges &
New Way Forward:
Chinese New Year Business Forum 2022 

With over 330 World Trade Centers globally, WTC Atlanta's mission is to promote and 
facilitate international trade and investments, providing the environment, access, 
programming, and tools that bring executives, entrepreneurs, governments, businesses 
and markets together. Our vision is to be recognized as the gateway to a vibrant and 
formidable international business community across the region and around the world.

The Office of International Initiatives (OII) leads at Georgia State by creating a 
campus culture that builds interdisciplinary synergies and expands global opportuni-
ties where faculty, staff, students, and our Atlanta-area colleagues can collaborate, 
innovate, and form engaged partnerships with far-reaching impact. OII is responsi-
ble for the strategic integration and coordination of the University’s international 
initiatives, partnerships, grants, program development and management, events and 
activities, study abroad programs, and Chinese language and business programs. The 
Chinese Language, Culture, and Business Initiatives (CLCBI) is a joint partnership 
between Beijing Language and Culture University and Georgia State University.  The 
CLCBI aims to provide comprehensive services to foster intercultural exchange 
between China and the United States, while also serving as a resource for the 
university and for business communities in the metro Atlanta area.

HOSTS

  Chinese Business Association of Atlanta Mission:
· To increase and enhance business  opportunities and networking among  Members of
   the Association through business meetings, seminars, and information exchange.
· To help strengthen relationships between the U.S. and China and other areas through 
   economic, technology and cultural exchanges.
· To promote Chinese culture in the metro Atlanta area.
· To provide an environment for the Members of the Association to network, socialize, 
   collaborate, cooperate and build friendships  with  and among each other.
· To promote the common interests of Chinese Americans and others starting and 
   doing  business in the U.S. 

THE BUCKHEAD CLUB



5:15 Registration Check-in & Networking Reception Begins

6:30 Welcome Remarks

6:40 Keynote and Panel

Keynote Speaker:
Frank Lavin - CEO and founder of Export Now

Moderator:
Dr. Yawei Liu - Senior Advisor on China, The Carter Center

Panelists:
Steven Lustig - Vice President of Global Supply Chain,
East West Manufacturing 
Yimin Yang - Senior EVP and Chief Risk Office, Loyal Trust Bank 
Samuel Sun - CEO, ZTE USA & President, ZTE North America
Shaquana Teasley - CEO & Founder, Agate Solutions, LLC

Dr. Wolfgang Schloer – Associate Provost of International Initiatives, GSU 
Jian Ni – President, Chinese Business Association of Atlanta
Max Southerland – President, World Trade Center Atlanta

7:40 Q&A & Discussion

8:30 Adjourn

AGENDA FRANK LAVIN
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Frank Lavin is the CEO and founder of 

Export Now, a U.S. firm that operates 

e-commerce stores in China for interna-

tional brands. Established in 2010, Export 

Now is the largest off-shore operator of 

China e-commerce stores, helping brands 

from around the world in strategy 

and operations. 

In Government, Lavin served as Under 

Secretary for International Trade at the 

U.S. Department of Commerce 

2005-2007. In that capacity, Lavin served 

as lead trade negotiator for both China 

and India and was the senior policy 

official in the Department responsible for 

commercial policy, export promotion, and 

trade negotiations across the globe. Lavin 

was U.S. Ambassador to Singapore from 

2001-05, where his duties included 

helping negotiate the U.S.-Singapore Free 

Trade Agreement. 

In the private sector, Lavin served in 

senior finance and management positions 

in Hong Kong and Singapore with 

Edelman, Bank of America, and Citibank. 

Previously, Lavin served in the George 

H.W. Bush and Reagan Administrations, 

working in the Department of Commerce, 

Department of State, National Security 

Council, and White House.�Lavin served 

as Director of the White House Office of 

Political Affairs. 

Lavin earned a B.S. from the School of 

Foreign Service (Georgetown); an M.S. in 

Chinese Language and History (George-

town); an M.A. in International Relations 

and International Economics from the 

School of Advanced International Studies 

(Johns Hopkins); and an M.B.A. in Finance 

at the Wharton School (Pennsylvania). 

He is a columnist for Forbes.com and has 

been published in The New York Times, 

The Washington Post, The Wall Street 

Journal, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, 

and other periodicals. 

 Lavin is the author of “The Smart Business 

Guide to China E-Commerce,” (Penguin), 

and co-author of “Export Now,” (Wiley) on 

market entry strategies. He also authored 

a World War II history book, “Home Front 

to Battlefront” (Ohio University Press). 

 Lavin serves as a Trustee of The Asia 

Foundation. He also serves on the Board 

of Directors of Advanced MedTech 

Holdings, a medical technologies 

company. He is a Fellow of the Singapore 

Institute of Directors and on the Advisory 

Board of ECIPE, a Brussels think-tank. 

Lavin previously served as Steering 

Committee Chairman of the Shanghai 

2010 World Expo USA Pavilion. Lavin 

served as a Lt Commander in the U.S. 

Naval Reserves.
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SAMUEL SUN

Mr. Sun joined ZTE Corporation in 2000 

where he has held several positions of 

increasing scope and responsibility, 

including leadership roles in wireless R&D 

and testing, marketing, business develop-

ment and sales. Mr. Sun’s global roles 

included leading ZTE’s international 

business team as Global Wireless Product 

Marketing Director for the European and 

Asia Pacific regions. He was also responsi-

ble for managing ZTE’s strategic wireless 

SHAQUANA TEASLEY

Founder and CEO of Agate Solutions, 
LLC Agate Solutions, LLC provides 

consulting, training, and mentoring in 

International Trade and Global Logistics. 

Shaquana has proven to be an industry 

leader, as a subject matter expert in 

Global Logistics, Hazardous Materials, 

U.S.Customs Regulations, Duty 

Drawback, Free Trade Agreements, 

Aerospace-Civil Aircraft, Protests, 

Disclosures, Audits, Harmonized Tariff 

Schedule (HTS) Classification, Broker 

Management, Bureau of Alcohol and 

Steven is a strategic operations leader with a 

passion for developing people and leading 

continuous improvement throughout 

organizations. As Vice President of Global 
Supply Chain at East West Manufacturing, he 

is responsible for optimizing the company’s 

worldwide spending and strategic relations 

with key suppliers. Past roles have included 

leadership positions in the areas of Supply 

Dr. Yimin Yang is Sr. EVP and Chief Risk 

Officer for Loyal Trust Bank. He has over 20 

years of experience in financial risk 

management, including building and leading 

risk analytics and technologies for two top 

US banks: PNC and SunTrust bank. He was 

the first-ever Senior Director partner at 

Protiviti Inc., where he led Data and 

Analytics, as well as technology innovations 

to serve the largest US and global financial 

institutions. Dr. Yang holds a bachelor's 

STEVEN LUSTIG

YIMIN YANG

industry partnerships. In 2019, taking on 

the role of Executive Vice President of ZTE 

USA and was promoted to CEO and 

President of ZTE North America responsi-

ble for business performance, customer 

satisfaction, employee satisfaction, and 

sales targets for ZTE USA and ZTE Canada. 

Samuel Sun has a master’s degree in 

mechanical engineering, and currently 

resides in Atlanta, Georgia with his wife, 

Ivy, and two children. 

Tobacco (ATF) compliance, Supply Chain 

Security (CTPAT), ITAR, EAR, and Canadian 

Customs (CBSA –Canada Border Service 

Agency). Shaquana holds a Master of 

Science Degree in Labor Relations from the 

University of New Haven and a Bachelor of 

Science in Sociology from the City 

University of New York –Queens College. 

Shaquana is also a Certified Customs 

Specialist awarded by the National 

Customs Broker & Forwarders Association 

of America (NCBFAA) and a Certified Duty 

Drawback Specialist. 

Chain, Quality, Project Management, 

Manufacturing and NPI.  Steven holds a 

BSME from MIT, an MSME and MBA from 

Georgia Tech, as well as Project Manage-

ment Professional (PMP) and Six Sigma 

Green Belt certifications. Steven also serves 

on the Board of Directors for Loh Medical 

degree from Peking University, a master's 

degree in Math from the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences, a master's degree in Computer 

Networking from Carnegie Mellon

University, and a Math Ph.D. from the 

University of Chicago. Prior to his financial 

industry career, he was a professor at the 

University of Minnesota. Currently, he also 

holds the position of Professor of Practice 

in Financial Technology at Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology. 
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The China Research Center combines expertise at multiple institu-
tions and across perspectives to learn and educate about greater 
China. Center associates believe that U.S.-China relations will define 
the next century to a substantial degree. Our mission is to support 
understanding between people in the U.S. and the greater China 
region through research and practice, and to share insights with the 
public, government and business. As part of our outreach, the Center 
publishes an online journal, China Currents. The journal and the 
Center’s resources are available at ChinaCenter.net. The Center’s 
current institutional sponsor is the School of History & Sociology in 
the Ivan Allen College at Georgia Institute of Technology

The Carter Center is guided by the principles of our Founders, Jimmy 
and Rosalynn Carter. Founded, in partnership with Emory University, 
on a fundamental commitment to human rights and the alleviation of 
human suffering, the Center seeks to prevent and resolve conflicts, 
enhance freedom and democracy, and improve health .

Loyal Trust Bank opened on November 15, 2019, after the Founding 
Directors discovered a need for a local bank with a multicultural 
approach. Being headquartered in Johns Creek means the staff and 
decision-makers live in and are active in the same communities as 
their customers, giving them first-hand knowledge of the strengths 
and needs of those communities.

WePartner Companies is an Atlanta-based, fully integrated real 
estate investment and management firm specializing in the acquisi-
tion, development and management of commercial office, industrial, 
retail and residential properties. WePartner's mission is to demon-
strate honesty, care and integrity in all aspects of our business, and to 
benefit all parties involved, by focusing on taking care of our tenants, 
employees and our investors. Our key to success is just like our name – 
"WePartner": We bring partnerships and value to communities!
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BLCU is known as the Mini-United Nations, it is the only university 
of its kind in China that specializes in offering Chinese language 
and culture courses to foreign students. Meanwhile, BLCU provides 
professional courses in various fields, such as foreign languages, 
Chinese language, information science, economics, arts, psycholo-
gy, pedagogy, linguistics and other majors to Chinese students. In 
addition, BLCU shoulders the responsibilities of  training Chinese 
teachers and supplies language courses designed for those who 
plan to study abroad. 

Otogenetics operates a licensed clinical laboratory based in 
Atlanta, GA. The clinical lab is accredited by government agencies 
and professional accreditation agencies for high complexity testing 
including molecular and genetic testing. Our mission is to provide 
unmatched precision medicine services to patients for better 
health outcomes. 

East West is a global manufacturing services company based in 
Atlanta, Georgia focused on the realization of products, from design 
through distribution. As specialists in onshore, nearshore and offshore 
manufacturing, we offer a seamless path to scale and an exceptional 
speed-to-market strategy while driving down costs and adhering to 
the highest quality standards. We are one integrated family, working 
together to support our customers throughout the entire product 
lifecycle. Our vision is to make the world a better place – cleaner, 
safer, healthier and smarter.

PROUD SPONSORS


